JOHN  KNOX                         57
regime. A house-to-house visitation was intro-
duced, and every member of the population was
forced to undergo an enquiry into his or her habits
and beliefs. People were urged to report the least
offence on the part of others, and no one was safe
from the attentions of spies, who, to serve a
private grudge or to gain credit for themselves or
from zeal in religion, accused a neighbour of
speaking against the Reformers - that was blas-
phemy - or of some equally heinous crime. The
Council of Two Hundred had opposed Calvin's
demand that the ministers should have power to
excommunicate members, but Calvin had won his
point. If nothing worse happened to them, those
who did not meet with Calvin's approval were
denounced as unfit to receive the sacrament of
communion, and usually found it advisable to
leave the city.
Everyone in Geneva must attend church ; but
everyone could not hope for salvation. Pre-
destination was the root of Calvin's theory, and
he denied vehemently that man had free will.
God was all-knowing, and He had mapped out
every single life in detail. Calvin taught that the
elect who were to enjoy life everlasting were
chosen by God before they came into the world ;
the others were doomed for all time. And, no
matter how faulty the elect, they could not fail
to enter heaven, while the non-elect, let them live
as they might, could never hope to be numbered